SOUTH PENINSULA WOMEN’S ALLIANCE

MEETING MINUTES
February 13, 2003, 12:15 

 

 PRESENT: Joni Block, Anat Pilovsky, Eve Cohen, Lisa Brown, Lisa Portnoy, Bernis Kretchmar, Alona Barkat, Preeva Tramiel
1. What’s Happening In the Community

*The planning and Agency Services committee is doing its site visits to the South Peninsula Agencies, including the MPJCDS, SPHDS, Hillel,Peninsula Havurah High, JCC, and Peninsula Havurah High.  Grant proposal forms are also available in the office for one time grants for next year.

*The South Peninsula Council is forming a nominations committee for the Council next year.   Contact Bette Dean to put your hat in the ring.

*Nominations are also going on for Awards of Excellence for the Jewish Community Federation (top program, staffer, volunteer, and agency) which are presented at the Federation annual meeting in June.  Susan Golovin and Cheryl Klein have agreed to represent the South Peninsula on that nominating committee.  There is more info on the JCF website, www.sfjcf.org
*Nominations are also going on for the Diller Family Awards for Excellence in Jewish Education.  The  top educator receives a $10,000 award, and their agency receives $2500.  Preeva suggested Ari Cartun be nominated for the sterling way he handled the tragic death of a Palo Alto High School freshman this year.  
*Pomegranate event in the City this Wednesday was very successful and sophisticated.  Only a small contingent from South Peninsula showed up, and the segue to the fundraising part of the evening was awkward.

*Evening of Inspiration and Education at Eve Cohen’s house was a success with 48 attendees.

2. Amuta Visit – events and connections
In  conjunction with the Amuta visit, there was a talk on “raising children in a world of terror,”  which ran into a problem—the speaker got the flu and had to stay in Israel.  However, Gila Noam and Amit Orland spoke on being parents in Israel, and it was a valuable talk anyway.  Linda Brownstein made a group of 30 women very comfortable and welcome.  The audience was parents of younger children—women from the Jewish Mothers group and parents of children in the MPJCS were invited, along with Israeli mothers in the area.  Alona and Anat spearheaded the event, with a lot of help from their excellent committee.  Alona suggested that talks like this be given seasonally, so that this peer group (American and Israeli mothers) gets a chance to bond.  Anat stressed that it was important to follow up with the mothers from this group to get them to Power of One.   Naomi Rodolitz observed that one of the strengths of the South Peninsula is the warm and welcoming array of homes which can be tapped to host such events.

3. Campaign Overview, Lisa Portnoy

The total JCF Campaign stands at 11.8 million dollars with a 1.2% card for card increase.  The Women’s Alliance has raised 2, 666,000 of those dollars, with a 6.6% card for card increase.  The South Peninsula campaign stands at 1.45 million.  Face to Face solicitation is happening NOW, with a phoneathon for clean-up scheduled Sunday, March 30th.  More details are available from Lisa Portnoy.  Any and all women interested in Endowing their gifts may attend a coffee in San Francisco on Feb. 27th.  Call Joni for details.

4. Purim Party
There will be a Women’s Alliance Purim Party  Sunday, March 16, from 4-6 pm at the home of Eve Cohen for the Board, our solicitors, and the Jewish Mothers Group.  Husbands and children are invited and attendance is limited.   A small admission will be charged to offset costs. Leah Bernstein is head of the committee,  which includes Lisa Brown and Beth Bloom.  The board decided to charge admission.  Hamentashen , fruit, juice and wine will be served and the children will have a craft table to amuse themselves.  Also we are looking into an entertainer.  Preeva announced she will bake a couple hundred striped chocolate hamentashen, much to the horror of Alona, who requested the yeast dough poppy-seed kind.
5. Young Leadership Conference 

Sponsored by National UJC and taking place March 7-9 at the Westin St. Francis,  Dennis Prager and an award-winning teacher of tolerance and the Holocaust will be “bookending” the conference.  There are 450 sign-ups already, but there is still space.
6. JCF Website and using Web Chats as between-meeting tool:

Board viewed JCF website, was polled on electronic forms of communication.  Email is  favorite, although message boards were also enjoyed.  

7. Power of One 
Invitations were mailed Feb. 11 to 4500 women.  Purse cards have been created to help recruit for the event.   A small “picks” session was held, with special attention being given to several groups:  Women who went to Amuta event, last year’s first time attendees, and other special people.  A general list of SPWA donors who were invited was distributed, as well.

8. Israel Leadership Mission

Mission was postponed because Israelis are too preoccupied with the threat of war from Iraq to properly host our community at this time.  Pray for peace, so we may visit in comfort soon

9. Good and Welfare

Jackie Shelton lost her father and gave birth to her first son in the space of two weeks.  Leah Bernstein is happily giving her husband, Ralph, a big 70th birthday week.  Sharon Strauss lost her mother and Carol Van Wijnen lost her father in the past month.  We wish them all well.

SAVE THE DATES:

Purim Party, March 16, 3pm

Power of One, March 26, 5pm-9pm

Next SPWA Board meeting, April 3, 7:30pm

Thank-you luncheon, May 29, 12:15

 

